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SKYLINE SHINES 
 
Skyline’s new Web site is up—take a look! 

           

Skyline’s dynamic new website has entered the “soft launch” phase of the Web site redesign.  The 
college has successfully consolidated the 10,000 pages in the old site into the new 2500+ page Web site 
which is organized with a content management system, OmniUpdate.  This new Web site is the first 
phase of “construction and content migration.” Faculty and staff are invited to make comments and 
suggestions and may do so through e-suggestion box at the following link: 
http://dev.skylinecollege.edu/general/surveys/index.html during the “soft-launch” period before the Web 
site “goes live” on February 17.  During this period, the old site will appear first, with a link to the new 
one.  Starting February 17, the new site will 
appear first, but with a continuing link to the old 
site for about 3 months.  After that, the old site 
will be archived so that the college can access 
material on it if necessary.  The Web site 
redesign project began a year ago as the 
outgrowth of the Fresh Look Project. The 
redesign drew upon Skyline’s existing research 
as well as new research done in spring 2008 to 
determine the structure of the new site. The new 
Web site is organized to tailor information to 
Skyline’s various external audiences (current 
students, high school students, future students, 
online students and community/business 
members).  There is still a “Faculty and Staff” 
button on the front page as well. The Fresh Look Web Site Redesign Advisory Group for this project 
was composed of representatives from faculty, staff, administrators, students, and district staff, and the 
Office of College Development, Marketing and Public Relations led the effort.   
 
Skyline College awarded $1.9 million Department of Labor grant – Skyline continues to embrace 
green! 
Skyline College has been awarded one of only 69 Community Based Job Training Grants (CBJTG) from 
the Department of Labor. This grant will fund the San Francisco Bay Area Clean Energy Career 
(BayCEC) project to be hosted at Skyline College for a three year period. The project will fund a key 
partnership of community colleges, Workforce Investment Boards, non-profits and employers, to 
provide training and career pathways in selected clean energy careers. These careers include solar, 
HVAC and energy efficiency.  BayCEC will provide education at the K-12 level, ROPs, and community 
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colleges. Special emphasis will be directed at transitioning workers from industries that are in less 
demand at the present time into the green economy. This grant grew from prior grant funded solar 
projects of the Skyline College CITD and will be housed in the Science, Math and Technology Division. 
Mike Williamson, Dean of Science, Math and Technology, was responsible for writing this successful 
grant proposal. 
 
Inauguration Day draws a crowd at Skyline 
Skyline students, faculty and staff were able to 
view the inauguration day events in the Main 
Theater and in the Building 6 Student Lounge on 
January 20.  Nearly 200 people came to the 
Theater to see President Obama sworn in and to 
hear his inaugural address.  Faculty members were 
also able to use their internet connections to bring 
the inauguration into their classrooms. 
 
Skyline wins $400,000 ESL/Career Tech grant 
The Board of Governors for the California Community Colleges has just announced its intent to award 
Skyline College $400,000 to support the development of a highly skilled workforce by enhancing Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) for English language learners (ELL).  Labor market information from 
the Employment Development Department indicates that San Mateo County had an estimated 21,200 
unemployed residents as of October 2008, up by 45 percent from last October. For workers to compete, 
the college needs an English Language Institute that helps connect English language learners to career 
and technical education.  In addition to the implementation of contextualized ESL instruction that is 
connected to programs such as Automotive Technology, Early Childhood Education, Cosmetology and 
telecommunications/networking, this grant will help create:   

• The English Language Institute featuring a one stop welcome center for ELLs with 
comprehensive assessment of academic, social, financial and career development needs, printed 
and electronic information in multiple languages, case management, a video introduction to 
college, CTE programs, services in multiple languages; environmental scanning; and outreach 

• Adult Education Partnerships and site visits 
• Adult Education articulation 
• Career Pathways to College Outreach Evenings for ESL students and parents, targeting six 

middle schools and up to 30 students each. 
• A convening on contextualized learning 
• Outreach to business to assess ELL workforce development needs 

The following people led this project:  William Watson, Regina Stanback-Stroud, Adolfo Leiva and 
Leigh Anne Sippel. 
 
 PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 
 
Fall season Sports Wrap at Skyline 
Skyline teams and students enjoyed a successful fall sports season. In the fall semester, 117 students 
participated in Men’s Basketball, Women’s Basketball, Women’s Soccer, Men’s Soccer, Volleyball and 
Wrestling. At this time, Men’s Basketball is 11-9 on the season and Women’s Basketball is 15-3 on the 
season. Women’s Soccer completed the season with a record of 13-7-1 finishing in second place in the 
Coast Conference North Division and qualifying for the state playoffs. This playoff berth was the first in 
the history of the program. Men’s Soccer completed the season with a record of 7-8-6 finishing in third 
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place in the Coast Conference South Division. Volleyball finished the season with a record of 12-11 and 
finished fourth in the Coast Conference North Division. Twelve wins tied the best recorded by the 
program in the past 15 years, and the winning overall mark was a first in over two decades. Wrestling 
finished the season rated 10th in Northern California and 22nd in the state.  Sixteen individuals received 
recognition as All-League, All-Region, All-State and/or All-American selections.  Academically, 
Skyline’s teams had a cumulative GPA of 2.83. Women’s Basketball had team GPA higher than a 3.0 
and our Men’s Basketball team had their best academic performance on record with a 2.91. Two 
students achieved a perfect grade point average (4.0) during the fall semester. The completion rate for all 
courses attempted by student-athletes was 85% and 40 students (34%) achieved a 3.0 GPA or higher 
while completing 12 or more units during the fall semester. 
 
Skyline’s Puente Program hosts Noche de la Familia 
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The Puente Program invited family, friends, volunteers, mentors, current and former Puentistas, LASO 
(Latin American Student Organization) members, faculty, and staff to honor the students’ academic 
success in the annual program on December 5, 2008. More than 140 people joined in the celebration, 
including President Vicki Morrow, Dean Rick Wallace, and Dean Connie Beringer. Guests also had the 
honor of hearing keynote speaker Jose Jesus Rodriguez’ personal challenges and drive during his 
attainment of an undergraduate degree from U.C. Berkeley. During the event, each student was 
recognized for their commitment to higher education. All who attended were also recognized for their 
continued support of the Puente Program and its students. This is important because being part of the 
“familia’ is what Puente is all about, and with the love and support from family members and the 
community students are more easily able to reach their academic goals. Special thanks go to Luciana 
Castro who came to celebrate on her birthday, Dina Valdemar, who helped create the gift bags, David 
Hasson, who helped format the agenda, and Felix Perez, whose continued support and technical 
assistance is deeply appreciated. 
 

  
 

  
Photos by Felix Perez. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Phi Theta Kappa sponsors contest for local middle school students 
Skyline’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter sponsored a cartoon contest for local middle school students.  The 
theme was “Operation Green: Keep America Beautiful.” The cartoon used characters from Sherman¹s 
Lagoon cartoon strip, with permission from cartoonist Jim Toomey.  More than 200 seventh and eighth 
graders from five middle schools filled in speech 
bubbles for Sherman and his lagoon pals. The 
participating schools were Robertson, Ben Franklin, 
Ocean Shore, Westborough, and Cabrillo. Chapter 
Vice-President of Fellowship Jack Torres led the 
judging team. The winners received $50, $25, and 
$10. The winners’ classrooms received $500, $250, 
and $100. The winners were from Westborough (first 
place), Ben Franklin (second place), and Robertson 
(third place).  Chapter President Ashley Good and 
Jack Torres presented the prizes to the winners. 
Thanks to Chris Case for the photo at right that was 
taken at the Westborough Intermediate School 
assembly.  From left to right: Jack Torres, teacher Mrs. Khan, winner Ryan, and Ashley Good.  
 
Skyline people learn how to help students stay “On Course” 
On January 15-17 about 40 faculty, classified staff and administrators spent three days in a professional 
development event arranged by Phyllis Taylor and funded through Skyline’s College Success Initiative.  
The On Course I Workshop is highly experiential, designed to provide dozens of innovative strategies 
for empowering students to become active, responsible and successful learners. The learner-centered 
strategies about which faculty and staff learned—representing best practices from innovators in higher 
education, business, psychology, sports and personal effectiveness—help students become full and 
active partners in their own education.  President Vicki Morrow said it was an inspiring and invigorating 
learning experience, as well as being a phenomenal fellowship opportunity.  There was a rich mix of 
experienced and inexperienced people, full time and adjunct faculty, and people from across the 
disciplines. For more information, here is the website: http://www.oncourseworkshop.com/.  Many 
thanks to Phyllis Taylor for making this happen!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
Photos by Nick Kapp. 
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OUTREACH 
 
Hermanas take a field trip to SFSU 
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Table manners play an 
important part in making 
a favorable impression 
because they are visible 
signals and therefore are 
essential to professional 
success.  For this reason, 
on November 12, 2008 
the Hermanas class went 
to San Francisco State 
University (SFSU) for a 
dinning etiquette course.  
The course was taught by the Hospitality Management Program Chair, Dr. Janet Sim.  The hospitality 
management students at SFSU prepared and served the food. The Hermanas students learned about the 
importance of dining etiquette and proper dining skills while enjoying gourmet food.  After the meal, the 
Hermanas class met SFSU faculty and students and had a campus tour.  The students were excited about 
the possibility of transferring to SFSU.  Accompanying the Hermanas were Marta Bookbinder (first row, 
fourth from the right), South San Francisco Community Learning Center, Coordinator and strong 
supporter of the Hermanas Program, as well as Alma Garcia (second row, first from the right), 
Hermanas Program Instructor. 
 
BIOBus Tour brings Capuchino High School students to Skyline College 
Skyline College and Capuchino High School sponsored a BIOBus Tour of South San Francisco’s 
biotechnology industry on Friday, December 5, 2008.  Thirty-one Capuchino High School students, 
along with their instructor Michael Dunn, participated in a day-long biotechnology experience.  
Activities began with a drive through the world’s largest biotechnology concentration of companies in 
South San Francisco.  The bus tour then brought the students to Skyline College where they participated 
in a series of workshops on the state of the biotechnology industry and continued with Pat Carter leading 
a guided tour of the new biotech labs in Building 7.  Jocelyn Vila and the Outreach team provided the 
students with a general Skyline College presentation.  The tour concluded with a hands-on experiment 
led by Dr. Melissa Michelitsch on creating a kaleidoscope with column chromatography.  In this 
experiment, the students learned methods for separating mixtures of dyes.  The same methods are used 
in the Biotechnology industry to purify drugs by removing contaminants.  In the left picture below, 
Melissa Michelitsch observes students conducting experiments. The second photo depicts the Capuchino 
High School students. 



BIOBus is coordinated by Skyline’s Adolfo Leiva and the activity is part of a grant managed by 
Skyline’s Center for Workforce Development and funded by the Chancellor’s Office, California 
Community Colleges, to enhance Career and Technical Education connections between high schools, 
regional occupation programs and colleges.  Dr. Nick Kapp, Dean Michael Williamson and the Biology 
415 students assisted with the BIOBus experience. 
 
EVENTS 
 
Building 7 is open and the ribbon cutting will be February 19, 2009 
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Ground breaking for Building 4 and ribbon cutting for Building 7 
Thursday, February 19, 2009 at 2:30 p.m. 

Southwest corner of Building 5 

Building 7, Skyline’s renovated Science and Allied Health building, has undergone extensive 
modernization.  A complete interior renovation included new floor plan configurations with new 
acoustical treatments, flooring and paint plus new data, electrical, telecommunications and heating and 
cooling systems for all classrooms, support spaces and offices.  Structural and exterior renovations 
completed include a seismic upgrade for a safer building, a new roof and exterior paint. Building 7 now 
meets program requirements to support Science, Math, Allied Health and Bio-Manufacturing course work 
to meet the needs of the next generation of students!  This project was funded with State and Measure A 
Bond funds totaling $12.6 million.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skyline is combining the ground breaking for future Building 4 with the ribbon cutting for Building 7.  
The events will begin with a brief ground breaking ceremony at the site indicated below, and then move 
to Building 7 for the ribbon cutting, refreshments and building tours. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Painter Stephen Namara shows in Gallery 
Theater through February 28, 2009 
Skyline College's Gallery Theatre is proud to 
present a solo exhibition of paintings and 
drawings by San Francisco based artist Stephen 
Namara.  The exhibit runs through February 28, 
2009.  Here is Paul Bridenbaugh’s comment:  
“Namara's works are grounded in classical form, 
yet are illuminated by an acutely contemporary 
reflection of the world in which we find 
ourselves. Originally born and raised in Kenya, 
Namara ended up studying painting at San 
Francisco State University, where he earned his 
M.F.A. Here is “Exodus,” Oil on Canvas, 78 x 
84", 2009. 
 
WOW!  Women on Writing Conference, March 7, 2009 
Registration is now open for Skyline’s seventh annual WOW! Women on Writing Conference, a full-day 
conference for readers and writers on Saturday, March 7, 2009 from 8 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Skyline’s 
Main Theatre, 3300 College Drive, San Bruno.  This year’s keynote address will be given by Julia 
Whitty, author of The Fragile Edge.  There will be 17 workshops throughout the day, an Open Reading 
and a Book Talk featuring authors Nona Caspers, Heavier Than Air; Micheline Aharonian Marcom, 
Draining the Sea; and Yiyun Li, A Thousand Years of Good Prayers.  Participants will have an 
opportunity to purchase books and have them signed.  The event will conclude with a reception 
beginning at 4:00 P.M.  WOW! admission is $60 before January 30, $85 by February 24, and $100 at the 
door.  Students are $25 and a donation of $25 may be made to sponsor a student.  A boxed lunch is 
included in the registration fee.  For information, please call 650-738-4324. 
 
Expanding your Horizons in Math and Science Conference, March 21, 2009 
The 29th Expanding Your Horizons (EYH) in Math and Science Conference will be held at Skyline on 
Saturday, March 21.  Sixth through 12th-grade girls are encouraged to participate in all-day workshops to 
learn about career opportunities in math, science and engineering from professionals in the field.  EYH 
is sponsored by Skyline College and the Genentech Foundation for Biomedical Sciences. 
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